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MELANIE HOLDER, TEXAS 
 
Melanie Valeria Holder González is the oldest daughter of Karelia X. Gonzalez de Holder (Escuela 

Profesional Isabel Herrera Obaldía, Class of 1983) and Dr. Troy K. 
Holder W. (Instituto Nacional de Panamá, Class of 1981), and 
granddaughter of the late Mr. James H. Holder and Pastor Ethelena H. 
Holder (RIP). She graduated from Colegio Javier in 2008 and following 
the footsteps of her great-uncle Earl H. Holder, she is now a senior 
Marine Engineering student with a minor in International Maritime 
Business in Massachusetts Maritime Academy in Buzzards Bay, MA. 
Melanie maintains a 3.6 overall GPA which places her in the President’s 
List for academic achievements. Attending a regimented school, she 
possesses multiple leadership roles including Disciplinary Officer and 
Platoon Leader for 5th Company, and 3rd Refrigeration Rate for the 
Engineering Department. Melanie is active in student life as the Student 
Government Association Treasurer for second consecutive year, and a 
proud Buccaneer on the Women’s Varsity Volleyball team. Besides being 
an athlete, she represents the Volleyball team in the Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee, where she also serves as the secretary organizing 

multiple charity events. Melanie further volunteers her time with the school's Admissions Department, 
including Open Houses and the Sea, Science and Leadership Program for high school students. She 
has participated in different conferences and seminars, including Women on the Water Conference, 
Changing the World through STEM: Teen Career Expo for the Girls Scout of Eastern Massachusetts and 
as a panel speaker in "Introduce a Girl to Engineering" organized by Nitsch Engineering in Boston, MA. 
Weeks away from graduation, Melanie has a job with the American Bureau of Shipping as a Rotational 
Engineer in Houston, Texas. 
 

BRENDA SMITH-LEZAMA 
http://www.missuniverse.com/missteenusa/members/profile/657011/2013  

http://www.missuniverse.com/members/profile/657011  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8Mr2QosX9Q  

 
Brenda Smith-Lezama, 19 years old, is the 2013 Miss Missouri Teen USA.  Brenda resides in 

Columbia, Missouri, where she is pursuing a degree in journalism at the 
University of Missouri.  She is a member of 
several campus organizations including Delta 
Delta Delta Fraternity and the Multicultural 
Issues Committee of t5he Missouri Students 
Association Senate.  After earning a 
Bachelor’s in Journalism, Brenda hope to 
combine her passion for journalism and her 
love for her country by joining the United 
States Air Force as a Broadcast Journalism 
Specialist.  She is currently a freelance 
contributor for Seventeen.com  In her free 
time, Brenda enjoys traveling the world.  

Some of her favorite memories include walking down Tokyo’s “Electric 
Town,” climbing then Eiffel Tower in Paris, hiking to the peak of 
Machu Pichu in Peru, and zip lining through the rainforest in Costa Rica.  Brenda also spends a lot of her 
free time in Mexico City.  As a dual citizen of Mexico and the United States, she has grown up 
appreciating both countries.  It is her love for both cultures that had fueled her passion for multicultural 
issues.  Brenda is the daughter of CyberNews Subscribers Jaime Smith, Class of 1966 PHS and 
Claudia Cecilia Lezama-Smith, a Flight Attendant with United Airlines (Georgia),  

The Panama Cyberspace News is proud to present Part 15 of YOUNG PANAMANIANS AROUND 
THE GLOBE, highlighting the achievements of our young people worldwide. This segment was 
initiated on February 1, 2005.  Following this report are the names of the young people whom we 
have featured in our previous editions Parts 1 through 14 (2005 through 2013). Those reports are 
available upon request to goberncl@cwpanama.net 
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“Many of our young people are shining with their own unique and individual lights.  
Our goal is to project these lights out into the world.”                         Carmela Gobern          

HIGHLIGHTING ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

YOU ARE INVITED TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE PANAMA CYBERSPACE NEWS.

To subscribe, please send a 
check or bank draft to one of 
the following addresses: 

PANAMA MAILING ADDRESS:.Carmela L. Gobern, Box 0834-01388, Panamá, Rep. of Panama 
U. S. MAILING ADDRESS:..........Carmela L. Gobern, PTY 3109, P.O. Box 025724, Miami, FL 33102 

TELEPHONE (507) 314-0398  •  CELLULAR (507) 6675-4507   •  FAX (507) 314-0012 
U.S. PHONE LINE (678) 995-7136 

We have subscribers in Panama, throughout the United States, (Including Puerto Rico and Hawaii) 
France, Zimbabwe, Trinidad, Senegal, U.S. Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Canada and Costa Rica.


